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most diabolical things were practised ; and in a few
ages more, we find that all the magicians were
priests in Egypt, or according to some, all the priests
were magicians. Some have offered at drawing a
parallel from this to our times, and in some sense it
may be true, but in others doubtful. For if by ma-
gicians we are to understand philosophers and wise
men, I shall never be brought to acknowledge that
all our priests are magicians, for I abhor all slander.
But to go back to the case as it is before me, certain
it is, that the wise men finding, as above, that they
must take new measures, that they must have re-
course to some new art, if they would keep up the
reputation of their wisdom; I say, finding it thus,
they applied themselves to three sorts of study.

The first was to innocent art, secret and cunning
contrivances to delude the sight; this we call jug-
gling, legerdemain, or philosophical delusion, such
as I shall mention in its place ; but this would go
but a little way.

A second sort, as above, applied to religious
frauds, and set up for celestial delusions, mixing
their magical performances with religious rites ; so
deceiving the people with the opinion of sanctity,
and with the belief that they had the assistance of
the gods.

In nomine Domini incipit omne malum.

These last studied indeed divinity, such as it was;
and how unhappily did they pursue the mysteries
they professed! for first we find they invoked the
gods, and not finding that would do, they changed
hands and invoked the devil.

Flectere si nequeo superos, Acheronta movebo.

Prom hence it is that I suppose our wise de-
scribers of the magic of the ancients tell us there
were three sorts of magic: 1. Natural, which con-